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CURRENT ASSOCIATION ISSUES

USAHA to Focus on Economically Significant Diseases
The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) will hold its 111th annual 

meeting on Oct. 18-24, at John Ascuaga’s Nugget Hotel in Reno, Nev.  It will be held in 
conjunction with the American Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians.  The 
program will focus on four key areas: 

¥ Overview of the current science of dealing with disease. 
¥ Status of developing solutions to mitigate or eliminate disease. 
¥ What tools may be absent that limit future progress. 
¥ What role can AAVLD or USAHA play in developing programs for disease prevention, 

control and/or eradication.
More information can be found at www.usaha.org.  

NRA Website Continues to Improve
If you change your bookmark to this: http://www.renderers.org/Large_Font/index.htm

You will get the page in a large font, which, if your eyes are like mine, is easier to read.

REGULATION

Report from DHS on Chemical Security Act Implementation
NRA participated in a Food Industry Environmental Coalition (FIEC) meeting with Mary  

Beth Kelliher of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) regarding the new chemical 
facility security rules and their complete overhaul of Appendix A.  She said that DHS will 
replace the “any amount” designation in Appendix A with specified quantities that experts 
believe would produce off-site consequence to the public.  Also, for each chemical on the list, 
DHS will explain the security issue they are concerned about, whether it is release, sabotage, or 
diversion.  DHS will establish a minimum concentration rule for listed chemicals in mixtures.  
The form of the chemicals, how stored, the nature of your business, and proximity to population 
will all be used to determine risk.

http://www.elabs3.com/c.html?rtr=on&s=ikv,uuit,33ox,fd7o,bbpy,egzk,kicj
http://www.elabs3.com/c.html?rtr=on&s=ikv,uuit,33ox,fd7o,bbpy,egzk,kicj
http://www.renderers.org/Large_Font/index.htm
http://www.renderers.org/Large_Font/index.htm
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Background: The government is in the final stages of review of the Appendix A list to the 
Chemical Security Rule and a final draft is expected this fall.  DHS cast the net broadly with its 
proposed list for a variety of reasons, one being to get the information and feedback needed to 
make a better assessment of proper threshold quantities.  DHS has forwarded its final list of 
chemicals under the Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Interim Final Rule to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) on August 21, 2007. OMB could take up to 90 days to review 
the list of “chemicals of interest” and make a ruling before it goes to the Federal Register.

After the final rule is published in the Federal Register, facilities will have 60 days to 
complete the Top Screen.  This will place each facility in one of four tiers that rank the facility in 
regard to risk, with Tier 1 being the highest level risk and Tier 4 being the lowest.  The facilities 
in Tier 1 will be contacted immediately by DHS and many already have already been contacted. 
The facilities that are in Tier 1 will be required to complete the Top Screen process and develop 
the required security vulnerability analysis and site security plan.  The estimated number of 
facilities in the Tier 1 could be as high as 150 facilities, while the number in the other Tiers could 
range in the thousands.  

EPA Revokes Tolerance for Amitraz, an Insecticide 
EPA is issuing a final rule revoking the tolerances for residues in or on honey and 

honeycomb, egg, various meat and meat byproducts; revoking the import tolerance in or on hop, 
dried cones and decreasing the tolerances for milk fat and various meat products.  Currently, 
direct animal treatments of Amitraz are registered for use on cattle and hogs.  In the proposal of 
June 13, 2007 (72 FR 32570), EPA inadvertently stated that there is a 3-day pre- slaughter 
interval for cattle when in fact there is a 7-day retreatment interval and no pre-slaughter interval. 
The Federal Register notice is here:  http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/13jun20071800/
edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/E7-11324.htm 

USDA Harmonizes Cattle Trade with Canada
USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) announced that it will 

expand the list of allowable imports from countries recognized as presenting a minimal risk of 
introducing Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) into the United States. Currently, Canada 
is the only minimal risk country designated by the United States.  This rule makes final a 
proposed rule published in the Jan. 9, 2007 Federal Register. 

It also builds upon and expands the rule published by APHIS in January 2005 that 
allowed the importation of certain live ruminants and ruminant products, including cattle under 
30 months of age for slaughter from countries recognized as minimal risk.  The final rule allows 
for the importation from Canada of: Live cattle and other bovines (i.e., bison) for any use 
(including breeding) born on or after, March 1, 1999, which APHIS has determined to be the date 
of effective enforcement of Canada’s ruminant-to-ruminant feed ban; Blood and blood products 
derived from bovines, collected under certain conditions; and Casings and part of the small 
intestine derived from bovines.  The September 18, 2007 USDA APHIS Final Rule is here: 
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20071800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/
2007/07-4595.htm

NRA had commented previously that because of current line speeds in beef slaughter 
facilities, a closed collection system is not practical and would be cost prohibitive for production 
of  spray-dried blood plasma or blood meal.  NRA further stated in official comments that  both 

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/13jun20071800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/E7-11324.htm
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/13jun20071800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/E7-11324.htm
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/13jun20071800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/E7-11324.htm
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/13jun20071800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/E7-11324.htm
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20071800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/07-4595.htm
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20071800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/07-4595.htm
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20071800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/07-4595.htm
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20071800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/07-4595.htm
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renderers and spray-dried blood and plasma producers in the United States and Canada have 
developed and implemented guidelines and a Code of Practice designed to minimize the 
risk of contamination.  

OTHER ISSUES
 
Johanns Leaves Secretary Position

Mike Johanns last week announced that he was resigning his position as Secretary of 
Agriculture to return to Nebraska and enter the 2008 Senate race.  Under his leadership, USDA 
made great efforts to reopen markets.  Many in the GOP think Johanns is the party’s strongest 
possible candidate in a potential contest with former Democratic Sen. Bob Kerrey.  USDA has 
announced the appointment of Chuck Conner as acting Secretary of Agriculture.  Conner has 
worked to develop and promote the Administration’s position on farm policy reform and to open 
trade.  

Increase in Recalls of Ground Beef 
Through Sept. 5, USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service had recorded 12 recalls 

associated with E. coli O157:H7 in beef products, compared to just eight such recalls during all 
of 2006.  Industry concern about E. coli is growing, and the North American Meat Processors 
Association sponsored a conference focusing on E. coli prevention for beef further processors.

Since many beef further processors do not slaughter and must buy product from outside 
sources, developing and implementing effective purchase specifications is critical. Dan 
Englejohn of FSIS presented six suggested good manufacturing practices to help further 
processors enhance their purchasing programs and avoid E. coli problems:
¥ Reassess your HACCP plan based on in-plant and nationwide information such as recalls, 

public health alerts or illnesses. “The bottom line is, don't wait for FSIS to mandate a 
reassessment.” 

¥ Require suppliers to have a validated intervention identified with verified CCPs for the 
carcass, primals and trim.

¥ Require suppliers to test all incoming trim using the N-60 excision method. This method, 
while not yet mandated by FSIS, is considered by the agency to be the “gold standard” for 
trim.

¥ Test some incoming and finished product on your own; for example, arrange for the supplier 
to select and hold a production lot but test the sample at 5 degrees F higher temperature to 
account for transport time.

¥ Stipulate use restrictions for how you label and market your product for receivers of your 
product. “We do think your supplier needs to know how you're using product.”

¥ Employ a third-party audit based on your specifications. “It's not enough to have certificates 
of analysis,” Englejohn said. “You need to have an ongoing dialogue with your supplier.”

USDA To Examine Health Management in Beef Industry 
USDA is taking an in-depth look at priority health and management issues facing U.S. 

beef operations in an effort to help further the understanding of potential disease threats.  
Conducted through USDA’s National Animal Health Monitoring System (NAHMS), the Beef 
2007-08 Study marks the third time NAHMS has focused on cow-calf operations.  A news story 
can be found here: http://www.cattlenetwork.com/content.asp?contentid=162710

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=rwlx6ecab.0.nbyy6ecab.rgtc44bab.460&ts=S0280&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cattlenetwork.com%2Fcontent.asp%3Fcontentid%3D162710
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=rwlx6ecab.0.nbyy6ecab.rgtc44bab.460&ts=S0280&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cattlenetwork.com%2Fcontent.asp%3Fcontentid%3D162710
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Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry Outlook 
USDA ERS has issued its latest monthly report on changing conditions in the U.S. 

livestock, dairy, and poultry sectors.  Topics include current production, consumption, trade, and 
prices received.  The USDA ERS Outlook newsletters on Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry are at 
http://www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/LDP/  

Pork and Total Red Meat Production at Record High 
Commercial red meat production for the United States totaled 4.33 billion pounds in 

August, up 2 percent from the 4.26 billion pounds produced in August 2006.  Beef production, at 
2.45 billion pounds, was slightly above the previous year.  Cattle slaughter totaled 3.13 million 
head, down slightly from August 2006.  The average live weight was up 3 pounds from the 
previous year, at 1,279 pounds.  Veal production totaled 10.3 million pounds, 20 percent below 
August of last year. Calf slaughter totaled 65,400 head, down 2 percent from August 2006.  The 
average live weight was down 54 pounds from last year, at 268 pounds.

Pork production totaled 1.85 billion pounds, up 4 percent from the previous year.  Hog 
kill totaled 9.39 million head, up 3 percent from August 2006.  The average live weight was up 1 
pound from the previous year, at 263 pounds.  Lamb and mutton production at 14.7 million 
pounds, was up 1 percent from August 2006. Sheep slaughter totaled 227,500 head, slightly 
above last year. The average live weight was 129 pounds, same as last year. 
January to August commercial red meat production was 31.8 billion pounds, up 2 percent from 
2006.  Accumulated beef production was up 1 percent from last year, veal was up 1 percent, pork 
was up 3 percent from last year, and lamb and mutton production was down 2 percent.  

EU: Meat Price Rises Expected
The European Commission predicts meat price rises of 10 to 30% in 2008. This is mainly  

due to growing costs for animal production, predominantly caused by high grain prices.  Story: 
http://www.pigprogress.net/home/id1602-30020/
european_union_meat_price_rises_expected.html

Study Predicts $6.50 per Bushel Corn 
Corn could reach $6.50 a bushel by 2025 according to a Department of Energy study. The 

“25 by 25” Senate proposal, if enacted, could push corn ethanol production up to 25 billion 
gallons by 2025.  Under the proposed mandate, corn ethanol production would grab a larger 
share of U.S. corn demand.  In the end, it would have a significant impact on food and feed 
markets, the study points out.  It also could lead to a reduction or elimination of U.S. corn 
exports.  The study can be found here: http://www.eia.doe.gov/oiaf/servicerpt/eeim/index.html
For more on this story, go to www.porkmag.com

New Study: Ethanol Industry No Longer Needs Federal Support
The ethanol industry in the United States is thriving and no longer needs a high level of 

federal support, according to a new study by agricultural economist Thomas Elam.  The findings 
of the study, commissioned by the American Meat Institute, National Chicken Council and 
National Turkey Federation, were released during a national press teleconference attended by 
approximately 20 members of the media.  A news story can be found here: http://
www.meatami.com/Template.cfm?

http://www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/LDP/
http://www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/LDP/
http://www.pigprogress.net/home/id1602-30020/european_union_meat_price_rises_expected.html
http://www.pigprogress.net/home/id1602-30020/european_union_meat_price_rises_expected.html
http://www.pigprogress.net/home/id1602-30020/european_union_meat_price_rises_expected.html
http://www.pigprogress.net/home/id1602-30020/european_union_meat_price_rises_expected.html
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oiaf/servicerpt/eeim/index.html
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oiaf/servicerpt/eeim/index.html
http://www.porkmag.com
http://www.porkmag.com
http://www.furl.net/forward.jsp?id=25930550
http://www.furl.net/forward.jsp?id=25930550
http://www.meatami.com/Template.cfm?Section=Home&template=PressReleaseDisplay.cfm&PressReleaseID=3418&News=Y
http://www.meatami.com/Template.cfm?Section=Home&template=PressReleaseDisplay.cfm&PressReleaseID=3418&News=Y
http://www.meatami.com/Template.cfm?Section=Home&template=PressReleaseDisplay.cfm&PressReleaseID=3418&News=Y
http://www.meatami.com/Template.cfm?Section=Home&template=PressReleaseDisplay.cfm&PressReleaseID=3418&News=Y
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Section=Home&template=PressReleaseDisplay.cfm&PressReleaseID=3418&News=Y  and the 
Elam report can be found here: http://www.balancedfoodandfuel.org/   

Biofuel Production Changing Global Food Demand
Corn is attracting a lot of market attention as corn farming to bioethanol manufacturing 

increases in the United States and worldwide.  This report by Rabobank Food and Agriculture 
Research and Advisory (FAR) explains how rapid growth of the biofuel industry is causing 
uncertainty in the soft commodities market.  The Rabobank report can be found here: http://
www.rabobank.com/content/images/
Rabobank_IN_200_Soft_Commodities_Whitehead_August2007_tcm43-49062.pdf

Activist Group Attacks Animal Agriculture Using Internet and Mapping Technology
There’s a new interactive map on the Internet that claims to be showing “concentrations 

of American factory farms” and, hence, “polluters” at the national, state and county levels.  The 
map was posted by Food & Water Watch, a group that claims it is “working with grassroots 
organizations and other allies around the world to stop the corporate control of our food and 
water.”  The map is essentially a list of operations taken from the Ag Census that matches the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s definition of a confined-animal-feeding operation.  Food & 
Water Watch classifies all of the operations as “factory farms.” It also lists U.S. counties that 
tally the greatest number of animals and identifies them as the “Top Polluters.” However, the 
group provides no supporting data to back that up.  The map is here: www.factoryfarmmap.org
More about Food & Water Watch is here: www.foodandwaterwatch.org
China's Pig Disease Worries the World

Moving rapidly from one farm to the next, the virus has been devastating pig 
communities throughout China for more than a year, wiping out entire herds, driving pork prices 
up nearly 87 percent in a year and helping push the country's inflation rate to its highest levels 
since 1996.  A news article can be found here: http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/health/
2003893058_chinapigs20.html

Maggots Could Feed Trout, Cut Manure
University of Idaho and Idaho State University scientists are working on a new maggot-

based feed capable of fattening rainbows for the dinner table, while simultaneously helping slash 
growing mounds of manure and fish entrails.  A news story can be found here: http://
www.growfish.com.au/content.asp?contentid=10087   

Worth Repeating from last timeÉ.  CURRENT ASSOCIATION ISSUES

NRA Environmental Committee
The NRA Environmental committee will meet 8:30 – 9:15 am on Wednesday, October 

24, 2007 at the NRA annual meeting in South Beach, FL   Agenda items will include: Regulatory 
update, dioxin update, impact of high path avian influenza, dead animal disposal, report on ozone 
coalition, update on EPA Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure (SPCC), report on 
Chemical Security Act implementation.  

http://www.meatami.com/Template.cfm?Section=Home&template=PressReleaseDisplay.cfm&PressReleaseID=3418&News=Y
http://www.meatami.com/Template.cfm?Section=Home&template=PressReleaseDisplay.cfm&PressReleaseID=3418&News=Y
http://www.balancedfoodandfuel.org/
http://www.balancedfoodandfuel.org/
http://www.rabobank.com/content/images/Rabobank_IN_200_Soft_Commodities_Whitehead_August2007_tcm43-49062.pdf
http://www.rabobank.com/content/images/Rabobank_IN_200_Soft_Commodities_Whitehead_August2007_tcm43-49062.pdf
http://www.rabobank.com/content/images/Rabobank_IN_200_Soft_Commodities_Whitehead_August2007_tcm43-49062.pdf
http://www.rabobank.com/content/images/Rabobank_IN_200_Soft_Commodities_Whitehead_August2007_tcm43-49062.pdf
http://www.rabobank.com/content/images/Rabobank_IN_200_Soft_Commodities_Whitehead_August2007_tcm43-49062.pdf
http://www.rabobank.com/content/images/Rabobank_IN_200_Soft_Commodities_Whitehead_August2007_tcm43-49062.pdf
http://www.factoryfarmmap.org
http://www.factoryfarmmap.org
http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org
http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/health/2003893058_chinapigs20.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/health/2003893058_chinapigs20.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/health/2003893058_chinapigs20.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/health/2003893058_chinapigs20.html
http://www.growfish.com.au/content.asp?contentid=10087
http://www.growfish.com.au/content.asp?contentid=10087
http://www.growfish.com.au/content.asp?contentid=10087
http://www.growfish.com.au/content.asp?contentid=10087
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NRA APPI Committee Membership Meeting
The NRA APPI committee membership meeting will be held 10:30 am to noon on 

Tuesday, October 23 at the NRA annual meeting in South Beach, FL.  We will report on progress 
with the Rendering Code of Practice and review the Salmonella testing program.

Rendering Code of Practice
Check out the list maintained on the APPI website: http://www.animalprotein.org/, we are 

very proud of these leading companies—make sure you get listed.  We have 62 plants certified to 
date! 

http://www.animalprotein.org/
http://www.animalprotein.org/

